SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE 
SARL NEWS SUNDAY 06 APRIL 2003 


You are listening to Amateur Radio Station ZS6SRL of the South African Radio 
League, the National society for Amateur Radio in South Africa, with a news 
bulletin that is broadcast every Sunday at 08:15 Central Africa Time (CAT) in 
Afrikaans and at 08:30 CAT in English. 


This bulletin is also available on the website of the SARL at www.sarl.org.za 
and on packet bulletin boards. 


In the news today: 

CLOSING DATE FOR MAY RAE 

AMATEUR RADIO SUPPORTING TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION 
SA AMSAT TO HOLD AMSATCON 2003 

HOME CONSTRUCTION OPEN DAY 

Stay tuned for more detail about this and other news items. 


Also visit the SARL website or contact the SARL office, which is open from 
09:00 to 13:00 on weekdays, by telephone 011 675-2393 for information how to 
join the SARL, book sales and other relevant amateur radio matters. 


Clubs and individuals are invited to submit news items of interest to amateurs 
to www.sarl.org.za/newsinbox.asp not later than the Thursday preceding the 
bulletin date. It would be appreciated if you could do it in both Afrikaans and 
English. Please note here is a change in the method of submitting news items. 
This new method will ensure that all bulletin compilers will receive all news 
items and no news item should therefore be lost. At the end of this bulletin 
more about the new method. 


You are listening to ZS6SRL. 
The news in detail follows: 
CLOSING DATE FOR MAY RAE 


The closing date for registration for the May RAE is Thursday 10 April. Visit 
the SARL website at www.sarl.org.za for more information and the registration 
form. No late entries will be accepted. 


SARL COMPETITIONS 


On Thursday 3 April the first leg of the SARL 80 metre SSB QSO-patry was 
held. There was activity from ZS1, ZS2, ZS4, ZS5 and ZS6 and everybody 
enjoyed the activity. Logsheets must be post by 17 April 2003. 


On Sunday 13 April, from 14:00 to 16:00 CAT, the annual SARL Hamnet 40 
metre Simulated Emergency Contest will be on the air. The rules for this 


popular contest as well as the general contest rules can be found on the SARL 
website at www.sarl.org.za. Take part as a club or individual. 


AMATEUR RADIO SUPPORTING TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION IN THE 
CLASSROOM. 


The theme of this year’s IARU World Amateur Radio Day is to be ‘amateur 
radio supporting technology education in the classroom’. World Amateur Radio 
Day is marked on the 18th of April each year to commemorate the anniversary 
of the founding of the International Amateur Radio Union on that date in 1925. 


Ole Garpestad, LA2RR, the Chairman of IARU Region 1 writes: “There is 
no doubt that the future of amateur radio belongs to those that are now in the 
classroom. In keeping with this theme, I would like to encourage every society to 
let our young people know that amateur radio is a unique hobby - simultaneously 
sport, scientific study, personal pleasure and collective activity. And that radio 
amateurs today are voluntary and selfless researchers in the technological field 
of amateur radio, an important resource to every country, and something to be 
proud of. But the 18th of April is not only a day to think about our future, it 
is our day, a day for celebration. 


Lets honour senior radio amateurs who go back to the early years of IARU, or 
just put our equipment on the air and make a single QSO on this day, so the 
world knows how large our ham community is”. 


SA AMSAT TO HOLD AMSATCON2003 ON 24 MAY 


SA AMSAT will hold an amateur satellite conference at the SARL National 
Amateur Radio Centre on 24 May. The date has now been finalised and the 
NARC booked for the event. 


What was an annual event in the past will be reintroduced to stimulate interest 
in amateur satellites and help newcomers to learn more about this fascinating 
part of Amateur Radio. 


Billed as AMSATCON2003 (Amateur Satellite Conference 2003), the conference 
will offer something of interest to every radio amateur. A meeting to take SA 
AMSAT forward will follow the conference in the late afternoon. 


Papers are being called for. Please submit a short synopsis to saam- 
sat@intekom.co.za by 14 April. Details are available on the SARL Web at 
www.sarl.org.za. The registration fee for SA AMSAT and SARL members is 
R50,00 which includes morning and afternoon tea and coffee and a full lunch. 


Papers already accepted for the programme include “Weather Satellites for 
Schools” by Dave Long of the University of Natal. Ivo Chladek, ZS6AXT, will 
present a paper on the reception of weak signals. Ivo brings with him a wealth 
of experience in building equipment for EME. Gerald Klatzko, ZS6BTD, will 
talk about getting up and running an OSCAR 40 station. Gerald is well known 
for his practical approach to building antennas. 


INTECNET VALUABLE SOURCE OF INFORMATION FOR ON THE AIR 
ACTIVITY 


Last Sunday s INTECNET revealed that there is much activity on the air in 
South Africa but that most radio amateurs do not seem to know about it. The 
Muddlers net operates every evening from 18:00 to 19:00 talking about home 
construction. On Saturday at 09:00 the Antique Wireless Society of Southern 
Africa meets to discuss old rigs and receivers. These two nets are both on 40- 
metres. In addition a number of clubs have regular on the air activities on local 
repeaters. 


A common complaint from participants was that when visiting another area and 
calling on two metres visitors were greeted by stone silence. There was a general 
call to step up use of the repeaters and to initiate a QSO and not to sit back 
and wait for everyone else to do so. 


Over the next few weeks Amateur Radio Mirror International will focus on some 
of the contributions made on the net and highlight activities in different areas. 
The programme can be heard on Sundays at 10:00 on 9750 and 11815 kHz with 
a repeat on Mondays at 21:00 on 3215 kHz. 


HOME CONSTRUCTION OPEN DAY 


A home construction gathering is being arranged for Saturday 28 June 2003 
at the West Rand Amateur Radio Club. The West Rand Club have agreed to 
act as hosts while both the “Muddlers Net” and the Southern African Antique 
Wireless Association will do the arrangements. 


Home Brew enthusiasts and restorers of older equipment will give short presen- 
tations on their projects, which will include power supplies, TX/RX equipment, 
test and measuring equipment and the golden oldies. Tony Voorveld, ZS6CCD, 
has agreed to demonstrate an old spark transmitter. 


It also intended to have a bring and fix session for home brew equipment that 
may require some tender loving care. The West Rand Club will provide eats 
and drinks. The gates will open at 09:00 for a starting time of 10:00 and it is 
intended to conclude the Open Day by 15:00. 


SCOPEX EXHIBITION 


The Astronomy Society of South Africa, Johannesburg Centre, is organising 
their second ScopeX Telescope and Astronomy Exhibition, on 10 May. The 
event will again be held at the SA Military Museum in Saxonwold, next to the 
Johannesburg Zoo. ScopeX will run from 09:00 to 21:00 with a star party from 
about 18:00. 


The Alberton Amateur Radio club will also be involved at ScopeX and the 
Special event station ZS6NOM will be on the air from the SA Military Museum. 
Visit the Astronomy Society of South Africa, Johannesburg Centre s website at 
www.aqua.co.za/assa_jhb.htm for more information. 


ROBBEN ISLAND (AF-064) ACTIVATION 


The Robben Island DXpedition is on the air using the call sign ZSIRBN. They 
will be active until 7 April 2003. QSLs will be handled by G3SWH, either direct 
to his CBA (21 Dickensons Grove, Congresbury, Bristol, BS49 5HQ, U.K.) with 
SAE and return postage or via the RSGB bureau. 


NEW METHOD OF NEWS SUBMISSION 


A new method for the submission of items for SARL News bulletins has been 
made available on the SARL website. Visit www.sarl.org.za/newsinbox.asp and 
type or paste your previously prepared news item in text format into the space 
provided. On submission the news item will be sent to the various bulletin com- 
pilers. SARL News thanks Richard ZS2CLI for making this service available. 


FREQUENCY AND TIME CHANGES FOR ARMI 


A reminder that Amateur Radio Mirror International will be transmitted at 
10:00 CAT on 17 815 kHz and 9 750 kHz and the Monday transmission has 
moved one hour later to 21:00 CAT but will continue using the 3 215 kHz 
frequency. Telkom and Sentech sponsor ARMI. 


This bulletin was compiled by Dennis ZS4BS and read by ©... from... as a 
service to radio amateurs, short wave listeners and electronic enthusiasts. 


You have been listening to ZS6SRL, thank you for joining us. Also many thanks 
to those persons who supply news for our bulletins and the amateurs who relay 
the bulletins so regularly. 


Goodbye everyone. 


/EX 


